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D E P A R TIE N T o f th e  INTER IOR  
n e w s r e l ease  

FISH A N D  W IL D L IFE S E R V ICE 

Fo r  Re l e ase  O cto b e r  1 5 , 1 9 8 4  M e g a n  D u r h a m  ( 202 )  3 4 3 - 5 6 3 4  

F ISH A N D  W IL D L IFE S E R V ICE P U B L IS H E S  
F INAL  W A T E R F O W L  HUNT ING  R E G U L A T IO N S  

T h e  U.S. F ish a n d  W ildl i fe Se rv i ce  h as  pub l i s hed  f ina l  r egu la t i ons  for 

1 9 8 4 - 8 5  " la te "  m ig ra to ry  b i r d  hun t i ng  seasons .  T h e  regu la t ions,  pub l i s hed  in  

the  S e p t embe r  24 ,  1984 ,  Fede r a l  Reg ister ,  p resc r i be  o p e n  seasons ,  hun t i ng  

hou rs ,  hun t i ng  a reas ,  a n d  da i ly  b a g  a n d  possess ion  l imits for wate r fow l  a n d  

cer ta in  o the r  m ig ra to ry  b i rds.  " La te "  seasons  a r e  those  o p e n i n g  S e p t embe r  2 9  

o r  thereaf ter .  

T h e  wate r fow l  hun t i ng  regu la t i ons  are.s imi lar . to last year 's, except  that 

m o r e  restr ict ive regu la t i ons  h a ve  b e e n  d eve l o p ed  in  the  Paci f ic F lyway for 

cack l ing  a n d  dusky  C a n a d a  geese ,  wh i te - f ron ted geese ,  a n d  Paci f ic b rant ,  a n d  

in  the  Miss iss ipp i  F lyway for Miss iss ipp i  Va l l ey  Popu l a t i o n  C a n a d a  geese .  

Restr ict ive regu la t i ons  wi l l  b e  con t i nued  to r e duce  the  ha rvest  of b lack  

ducks.  A n  expe r imen ta l  pe rm i t  s eason  for wh ist l ing swans  wi l l  b e  he l d  for the  

first tim e  in  No r th  Caro l i na .  

T h e  F ish a n d  W ildl i fe Se rv i ce  is con t i nu i ng  its p r o g r am  of stab i l ized 
duck  hun t i ng  regu la t i ons  in to the  1 9 8 4 - 8 5  hun t i ng  season .  Th is  is the  f ina l  
yea r  of a  5 - yea r  coope ra t i ve  study wi th C a n a d a  in  wh i ch  duck  hun t i ng  
regu la t i ons  h a ve  b e e n  he l d  gene ra l l y  constant  in  o r de r  to bet te r  de t e rm ine  the  
effect of hun t i ng  regu la t i ons  o n  wate r fow l  popu la t i ons .  

B e cause  of tim e  const ra in ts a n d  the  m a n y  S tate a n d  loca l  var ia t ions in  
hun t i ng  regu la t ions,  the  F ish a n d  W ildl i fe Se rv i ce  n o  l o nge r  pub l i shes  a  
s umma r y  of Fede r a l  la te s eason  regu la t i ons  by  F lyway. Hun te rs  a r e  adv i sed  to 
check  wi th the  app rop r i a t e  S tate f ish a n d  wi ld l i fe a gency  to ob ta i n  comp le te  
regu la t i ons  for the  a r eas  whe r e  they p l a n  to hunt .  
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